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miners' huts about the shaft's mouth ; close by is the mine
itself, a rich and never-failing store. This mine is no other than
the sea, no less kindly a neighbour to the inhabitants of Katar
than their dry land is a niggard host. In this bay are the
best, the most copious pearl-fisheries of the Persian Gulf, and
in addition* an abundance almost beyond belief of whatever
other gifts the sea can offer or bring. It is from the sea ac-
cordingly,, not from the land, that the natives of Katar subsist,
and it is also mainly on tbe sea that they dwell, passing amid
its waters the one half of the year in search of pearls, the other
half in fishery or trade. Hence their real homes are the count-
less boats which stud the placid pool, or stand drawn up in long
black lines on the shore; while little care is taken to ornament
their land houses, the abodes of their wives and children at
most, and the unsightly strong-boxes of their gathered treasures.
(- We are all from the highest to the lowest slaves of one master,
Pearl," said to me one evening Mohammed-ebn-Thanee, chief
of Bedaa'; nor was the expression out of place. All thought,
all conversation, all employment, turns on that one subject;
everything else is mere by-game, and below even secondary
consideration.

I mentioned robbers and the danger of pillage. From each
other, indeed, the men of Katar have, it seems, little to fear.
Too busy to be warlike, they live in a passive harmony which
almost dispenses with the ordinary machinery of government
itself. Ebn-Thtinee, the governor of Bedaa5, is indeed generally
acknowledged for head of the entire province, which is itself
dependant on the Sultan of 'Oman; yet the Bedaa' resident has
in matter of fact very little authority over the other villages,
where everyone settles his affairs with his own local chief, and
Ebn-Thanee is for those around only a sort of collector-in-chief,
or general revenue-gatherer, whose occupation is to look after
and to bring in the annual tribute on the pearl fishery. Mo-
hammed-el-Khaleefah has also a sort of control or presidential
authority in Katar, but its only exercise in the hands of this
worthy seems to be that of choosing now and then a pretty girl
(for the female beauty of 'Oman extends itself, though in an
inferior degree, to Katar), on whom to bestow the brief honours
of matrimony for a fortnight or a month at furthest, with a